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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Key injuries may hamper Eastern Illinois University's women's
track team this weekend, but the tracksters are looking forward to their only home
meet of the 1984 outdoor season.
The Lady Panthers will host the Pepsi Challenge meet Friday and Saturday (April
20-21), entertaining several teams from Illinois and one out-of-state entry.
Big Ten Conference teams Ohio State and Illinois will compete this weekend as well
as teams from Southern Illinois, Bradley, DePaul and the host Panthers.

Several junior

colleges will send partial squads to Charleston, including Illinois Valley, Wilbur
Wright, Harper, Lincoln Land, Parkland and the College of DuPage.
"We have a mixture of bright spots and key injuries," EIU head coach John Craft said.
"A lot of performances will depend on the weather.
"Right now we're missing Barbara Hudson (East St. Louis-Senior), who pulled a groin
muscle at Carbondale, Lauren Lynch (Elmhurst-York), who's out with the flu and Barbro
Hines (South Holland-Thornridge), who hasn't (high) jumped at all outdoors because of a
back problem," Craft said.
"Not having Hudson messes up our (1600) relay, but we have some other people who
are really improving, giving us some bright spots," he added.
Among the "bright spots" recently have been the performances of Gail Stephens
(Evanston), EIU record holder in the 200 and 400 meters and several relays.

Janine Jarris

(St. Charles) ran a strong 800 meters last weekend after struggling with injuries and
Teresa Paul (Aledo) will run both the 3000 and 5000 meters this weekend.
In addition, Craft cited his team's overall strength in the throwing events with
Debbie Zubik (Calumet City-Thornwood) tossing the discus 20 feet farther than her previous best last weekend and two young javelin specialists, Bonnie Fisk (EvansvilleCastle) and Joanna Miller (Zion-Benton), "ready to break loose."
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ADD 1

One of the meet's highlights may be the appearance of Stephanie Hightower, a
world class hurdler whom Craft described as "one of the two or three best hurdlers
in the country."

She will compete in both hurdle events as she prepares for the

Olympic trials.

-30-

CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's women's tennis team will strive to
bounce back from three consecutive losses Saturday (April 21) when the Lady Panthers
compete in Macomb.
The Lady Panthers, 3-7, will face Stephens College and Western Illinois at 9 a.m.
and 2 p.m., respectively, marking Eastern's final warmups before the Gateway Conference
Tournament April 27-28 in Wichita, Kansas.
"We really need a boost before the conference tournament," EIU head coach Gail
Richard.

"We know we aren't going to challenge for the championship, but we'd like to

do well this weekend so we can get higher seeds for the tournament."
The No. 3 doubles team of Dawn Pavlik (Geneva-St. Edward) and Gina Andres (Mascoutah) probably has the best shot at a high league seed, Richard said, with their 6-3
record which includes two victories over Bradley, and a defeat of Indiana State, both
GACC members.
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